DOCUMENT  2803  GEN SR A L  HEADCUhRTERS 


UNFED  STATES  ARMY  FORCES,  PACIFIC 
,,rAR  CRINES  BRANCH 


18  January  1946 

MEMORANDUM  TO:  Prosecution  Section  (Report  No,  166) 


Executive  Officer,  ,,f*r  Crimes  Branch 


THRU: 


SUBJECT: 


Murder  of  npproximotely  eighty-nine  Fill 
pino- citizens  near  Tu^bok,  Davao  City, 
Mindanao,  P.I.,  on  14  May  1945. 


II.  SIM  ARY  OF  EVIDENCE: 

On  11  May  1945)  Japanese  soldiers  rounded  up  approximately 
one  hundred  men,  women,  and  children  residents  of  Tugbok, 
and,  undor  the  guide  of  taking  them  to  a  pl^ce  of  safety, 
took  them  to  Ealingcin.  Additional  people  were  added  to  the 
group  until  0  total  of  approximately  two  hundred  were  at 
Belingain.  On  the  mornin?  of  14  May  1945.  they  were  divided 
into  two  groups,  forty  in  one  and  one  hunared  sixty  in  the 
other.  Suddcntly  the  Japanese  who  were  guarding  the  smaller 
group  begam  shooting  them.  Then  the  other  group  was  fired 
upon  by  their  guards.  Some  of  the  peode  were  able  to  run 
away  and  escape  (R  1,  5,  9),  Tho  following  afternoon,  three 
of  those  who  escaped  returned  to  the  scene  of  the  massacre 
and  counted  the  bodies  of  eighty-nine  people  (R  2,  10), 
Twenty- two  of  them  were  recognized.  They  also  found  a 
fourteen  year  old  girl,  who  was  wounded  by  n  bullet  and 
bayonet  thrusts,  but  she  survived.  (R  2,  5).  I4-  Is  not 

known  why  these  people  were  killed.  They  wc"e  not  given  a 
trial  (R  1C). 

On  2  January  1942,  a  eroup  of  fifty  Filipinos  were 
gathered  together  by  JaDenose  soldiers  in  Barrio  Lizada, 
Toril.  lavao.  One  of  the  Filipinos  named  Fclino  MONTANTE 
was  tied,  bayonetted  in  the  face,  slapped  and  kicked  until 
he  could  hardly  stand.  He  was  then  led  to  a  nearby  bridge 
by  three  Japanese,  a  shot  was  heard  and  some  other  Japanese 
ran  to  tho  bridge  and  looked  over  into  the  water  (R  12) ; 

In  the  afternoon,  MONTANTE' s  body  was  seen  in  the  river  with 
a  bullet  hole  in  the  back  (R  14) .  MONTANTE  was  suspected 
of  working  against  the  Japanese  -(R  12). 
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2. 

tragedy  other  tlmn  inf  oration  given  by  a  Japanese  officer  who  visited 
the  hospital  on  l.pnday,  February  l6th.  He  was  a  Lieutenant .  He  said  it 
was  the  imperial  Guards  who  entorod  the  Hospital  first.  He  spoke  very 
rood  uiglish.  These  troops  were  dressed  in  tropical  green  uniforms,  stooi 
holuots  und  usual  military  equipment,  Their  uniforu3  wore  camouflaged 
with  branches  of  trees  and  tries.  I*my  of  that,  were  like  walking  shrubs. 
Tlioso  x.en  wore  all  about  6  foot  tall.  Most  of  the  Japanese  aeon  later 
rare  short  in  stature,  about  the  5  foot  r.ack,  The  Counonding  Officer  of 
the  hospital,  8  other  officers  and  ivyeolf  escaped  doath  and  injury.  The 
C.O.  Colonel  J.r.  Craven,  contacted  the  onony  after  the  raid  but  could  not 
got  any  satisfaction  fron  theia.  He  pointed  to  the  Bed  Cross  brassaros  and 
murkinge  but  he  was  brushed  uwuy  ui'.d  no  notico  tal'.on  of  him.  There  did 
not  appear  to  be  a ly  officer  in  charge  of  tho  Japanese, 

(  Towards  evening  the  Japanese  mustered  all  patients  who  were  on 
the  around  floor,  also  a  few  sw.ff  .aid  nnrehed  then  off  to  the  roar  of  tho 
hospital.  They  numbered  183.  Many  of  the  putients  were  in  pyjamas,  urny 
without  footwear,  soa.c  on  crutches,  others with  linbs  in  plaster,  hcaas 
bandaged,  otc.  only  two  of  tlieso  non  were  soen  again.  They  escaped 
fra.  custody  during  an  artillery  bot.bardi.ent ,  and  returned  to  the 
hospital,  Those  txn  reported  the  terrible  scrcaijs  of  the  ten,  Tncy  were 
evidently  bayonetted  on  Sunday,  February  15th.  One  Japanese  was  seen 
wiping  the  blood  off  his  bayonet.  Ihtor  on,  enquiries  were  none  as  to 
tho  welfare  of  tho  non,  but  tho  Japanese  replied  that  they  aid  not  have 
any  prisoners  of  war.  u  few  days  later  a.  jcp.ncoe  officer  told  the  C.O. 
that  our  txn  had  been  buried  in  shell  holes,  with  Japanese  aeaa,  about 
half  a  rile  to  the  rear  of  the  hospital.  Tie  total  killed  und  believed 
dead  as  a  result  of  the  raid  is  323,  of  who;.  230  were  patients.  The 
n«...’  .C.  loot  475?  of  the  nodical  pcroomiol  and  55>1  of  thu  officers  or. 
the  staff. 

Ip  to  on  Sunday,  February  15th,  and  on  ror.day,  Febru<-ry  l^th, 
a  different  typo  of  Japanese  entor-d  the  hoepit  1.  This  crowd  forcibly 
looted  everybody  of  anythin*,  of  value,  such  as  watches,  fountain  pens, 

*  rin as,  cigarette  cases,  trinkets,  money,  etc.  These  articles  were  never 
returned.  The  store  roono  were  wrecked  und  food  carried  off  by  the  cuso. 
The  pack  store  where  patients' personal  belongs  uro  stored  was  entered  - 
clothing,  footwear,  etc.  was  carried  off.  They  ever,  used  this  store, 
which  wus  in  the  centre  of  the  hospital,  as  a  latrine,  completely  fouling 

it.-/ 

I  was  a  prisoner  of  war  lor  three  mid  a  half  years  in  four  cu^ps 
on  sii ‘Spore  island.  I  saw  plonty  of  face  slapping  and  hitting  with  sticks, 
piecos  of  wood  and  iron,  but  no  actual  killings  during  the  "hole  period. 

I  1  lost  four  stone  over  tho  threo  and  a  half  ycurs.  No  recognition  what- 
|  ever  was  accorded  me  as  representative  of  the  Red  Cross  society. 
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..pplicution  T7._s  node  repeatedly  for  soi.o  consideration  to  Red  Cross 
personnel,  but  this  res  refused  on  each  occasion 


Sv'0RN  at  i,t.l bourne  in  the 
State  of  victoriu  this  tho 
27th  day  of  September  1946 


)  (Signed)  F.C.  STOUT 


(Signed)  FLORU’CL  B.  SUHR,  J.P 
Central  B-ilinick. 
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